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Coping with the coronavirus. Coming Sunday: A pull-out guide on what you need to know 


about the pandemic, how to protect yourself from the virus called COVID-19, supplies to have on hand if you must stay home and where else you 


can go for information you can trust. Public health officials say having accurate information is paramount in a crisis like this. This guide has it, from 


cleveland.com and The Plain Dealer, supported by MetroHealth. In Sunday’s edition of The Plain Dealer. 
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Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine addresses the media Thursday during a news conference to update the public on COVID-19 at the Statehouse in 
Columbus. The fifth case of COVID-19, the disease caused by the novel coronavirus, was confirmed in Ohio on Thursday. Doral Chenoweth, 


The Columbus Dispatch via AP) 


DeWine updates public: 55-year-old Trumbull County man did not travel out of state 


Laura Hancock lhancock@cleveland.com 


A 55-year-old Trumbull County man who 
had no travel history outside the state was 
the fifth new coronavirus case in the state, 
Gov. Mike DeWine said Thursday afternoon. 

The man is in the intensive care unit, 
Ohio Department of Health Director Dr. Amy 
Acton said. 

He didn’t go to work when he started to 
feel sick, which has been for a shortly more 
than a week, but health care workers are try- 
ing to track down people who may have had 
contact with him in recent days. He had a 
pre-existing condition, Acton said. 

“There’s a spouse and three children in 
quarantine,” she said, saying they’ve all 
been tested because there is some sickness. 
Test results haven’t come back. 

“We were told by medical experts that 
whatever the number is today, it will double 
in six days,” DeWine said. 

DeWine also announced that schools will 
be on extended spring break for at least three 
weeks, state workers will work from home if 
possible, and a promised order to limit mass 
gatherings was signed during the briefing. 

Acton said the actions announced 
Thursday afternoon are dramatic and were 
expected to be needed only later in the pan- 
demic. 


“We're in a crisis situation now,” she said. 
“Were moving quickly.” 

As of Thursday, it’s believed 1% of Ohio’s 
11.7 million residents have coronavirus. 

Public health officials came up with the 
estimate due to the second confirmed per- 
son getting infected through “community 
spread.” That means they got infected with- 
out traveling to areas heavily battling the 
pandemic or interacting with a known per- 
son with the virus. 

“Some of the early modeling is suggesting 
that potentially there could be a late-April, 
early-May peak to this,” Acton said. “But we 
don’t have all the data.” 


SCHOOLS 

Unless a child has a medical problem, the 
risk of death for a child from COVID-19 is not 
very high, but children are carriers, DeWine 
said. 

“Today we consulted with the best minds 
we can consult. So we are announcing 
today that children in the state will have an 
extended spring break. The spring break will 
be the duration of three weeks, and we will 
review it at the end of that,” DeWine said. 
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Ohioans who have tested positive 
for the novel coronavirus. 
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Ohioans who have tested 
negative for COVID-19. 
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People under investigation as 
of Thursday afternoon. 
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Age of all five Ohioans who tested positive. 
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Ohioans under public health supervision. 


IRAQ 


U.S. strikes Iranian-backed militias after attack 


Dan Lamothe and Louisa Loveluck The Washington Post 


The United States launched airstrikes 
in Iraq early Friday, responding to a rocket 
attack on a military base that killed one Brit- 
ish and two U.S. service members. 

The Pentagon said in a statement that the 
strikes targeted facilities “across Iraq” con- 
trolled by Kitaeb Hezbollah, a militia that 
U.S. officials say has attacked American 
troops before. The targets included storage 
facilities that housed weapons used to target 
U.S. and coalition troops, the statement said. 

The Pentagon described the strikes as 
“defensive, proportional, and in direct 
response to the threat” posed by Irani- 
an-backed militias. 

“The United States will not tolerate 
attacks against our people, our interests, or 
our allies,” Defense Secretary Mark Esper 
said in the statement. “As we have demon- 
strated in recent months. we will take anv 
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action necessary to protect our forces in Iraq 
and the region.” 

The aerial bombardment took place 
around 1:30 a.m., according to the Iraqi mil- 
itary. It was unclear whether any militia 
members were killed. In a statement early 
Friday, another Iran-backed militia, Harakat 
al-Nujaba, accused the “reckless and arro- 
gant” United States of hitting militia and 
Iraqi army headquarters, as well as a civilian 
airport. The militia said that further strikes 
could prompt retaliation involving an “eye 
for an eye.” The group did not elaborate on 
what that might be, and it was not immedi- 
ately possible to confirm the U.S. statements 
that the strikes had only targeted militia 
facilities, or the militia claim that a civil- 
ian-related location had been struck. 
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This rocket-rigged truck launcher was 
found after a rocket attack on Camp Taji, a 
few miles north of Baghdad. Media Security 
Cell via AP 
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DeWine 
announces 
three-week 
spring break 


Several districts to close 
schools this afternoon 


Rich Exner rexner@cleveland.com 


Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine announced 
Thursday that all Ohio schools will have a 
three-week spring break — starting next 
week — as precaution against the spread of 
coronavirus. 

Ohio K-12 schools will be closed from 
3:30 p.m. Monday through at least April 3, 
DeWine said. The order applies to public, 
private and charter schools. 

“We have to do this if we are going to 
slow this down,” DeWine said during his 
daily coronavirus update. 

DeWine acknowledged that unless a 
child has a medical problem, the risk of 
death for a child from COVID-19 is not very 
high. But he noted that children can be car- 
riers. 

“We are announcing today that children 
in the state will have an extended spring 
break. The spring break will be the dura- 
tion of three weeks and we will review it at 
the end of that,” DeWine said. 

This action for K-12 schools is in addi- 
tion to suspension of in-person classes 
announced earlier by colleges and univer- 
sities. 

“We understand as much as we can, 
everyone has a different circumstance,” 
DeWine said of concerns parents might 
have for suddenly changing the school 
schedules. 

“We have compassion for that, but we 
have a responsibility to save lives. We have 
to take the action that is the best-informed 
action based on what the experts tell us to 
save lives.” 

Lt. Gov. Jon Husted added: “If you look 
at employers of this state, many are already 
taking action. ... This is an unprecedented 
time. ... Employers have to understand the 
demands on their workforce as it relates to 
families.” 

DeWine’s announcement came on a day 
in which he confirmed a fifth coronavirus 
case in Ohio, that of a Trumbull County 
man. Three others were reported earlier in 
Cuyahoga County, and one in Stark County. 

DeWine said he understood there are 
many unanswered questions. 

“We're going to try to use common sense. 
We are all in this together. No one is going 
to impose a crazy regulation that doesn’t 
make sense,” the governor said. “This is a 
crisis.” 

As for the details, such as normally man- 
dated tests, DeWine said: “If we can’t have 
testing this year, we will not have testing this 
year. The world will not come to an end.” 

The Cleveland school district won’t wait 
until Monday afternoon to close its schools. 
That will happen Friday. 

Cleveland is one of several districts that 
will close schools by the end of this week, 
rather than open Monday and shut down 
for three weeks at the end of that day. 

Some districts, like Wickliffe, have 
spring break next week anyway, so they 
will close schools Friday as planned. Some, 
like Parma, had already scheduled a day 
off for teacher planning tomorrow, so their 
shutdown is already in effect. 


SEE SPRING BREAK, A14 


ECONOMY 
Virus shockwaves 


The escalating coronavirus emergency 
sent the market into its worst slide since 
the Black Monday crash of 1987. A4, A13 


SPORTS 
‘Ohio protects the world’ 


Ohio sports fans know sacrifice, writes 
columnist Doug Lesmerises, and Ohio led 
the way when COVID-19 required someone 
to step up. B1 
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